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ACCESSIBILITY POLICY
This Accessibility Policy has been drawn up in consultation with staff and governors.
We are committed to providing a fully accessible environment which values and includes all pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their physical, sensory, social, emotional and cultural needs.

We are committed to challenging negative attitudes about disability and accessibility and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion.

Introduction

The school has the appropriate physical accessibility for wheelchair users.

In 2012 the school increased the accessibility provision for all pupils, staff and visitors to the school.

Policy

We have improved access to the physical environment of the school, adding specialist facilities, such as a wet room with a plinth for changing and an emergency cord. This covers improvements to the physical environment of the school. We have also improved the physical aids needed for children to access education (e.g. computer keyboard and induction loop).

We will continue to increase the access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability, expanding the curriculum as necessary to ensure that pupils with a disability are as equally prepared for life, as with all pupils.  This covers teaching and learning and the wider curriculum of the school such as participation in after school clubs, leisure and cultural activities and school visits. It also covers the provision of specialist aids and equipment, which may assist these pupils in accessing the curriculum. Where it is not possible to amend activities to make them accessible a positive action should be taken that is proportionate (Equality Act 2012) e.g. where a child would not be able to access the swimming pool without a hoist we could plan a range of other physical activities and provide appropriate adult support.

We will discuss all individual cases as they arise. It may be appropriate to initiate a multi agency response for the child or family, where multiple agencies can agree the next actions. The school will seek the advice of Medway Council, and where necessary, initiate assessment for an education Health Care Plan. Both a risk assessment and care plan will need to be undertaken with support from the school nurse. Risk assessments would also need to be completed for after school clubs and school visits, which specify the needs of the child. Positive, yet proportionate actions should be taken, such as agreeing transport for a child to and from the school trip venue. 

We will ensure that written information is accessible to all; examples include the school brochure, school reports and letters sent home with the children. This information can be made available in preferred formats, within a reasonable time frame, on request.

Review

This Accessibility policy will be reviewed every three years. The policy will be available to governors, parents and OFSTED.

The Accessibility Policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies:

· Special Educational Needs and Disability
· Health and Safety

· Equal Opportunities

· Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions

This policy was agreed in a Policy Review meeting held in October 2017 and will be reviewed in 36 months.
Signed on behalf of Halling Primary School: ____________________________________________

Signed on behalf of Governing Body: _________________________________________________
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