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CARING FOR SICK CHILDREN POLICY
· Pupils who have long term medical conditions that require proper management to enable continued access to education are regarded as having medical needs. Assessments may need to take place for education health care plans
· Schools may find it useful draw up a Care Plan for such pupils
· Not all pupils with medical needs require a Care Plan
· The school nurse, following discussion with the school, will decide if a pupil requires a Care Plan for asthma, epilepsy or anaphylactic shock
· Once it has been decided that a pupil requires a Care Plan, the plan should be written and agreed between the school, the parents, the pupil (where appropriate), the school nurse. (an agreed form provided by school nurse)
· Generally, Care Plan’s should be reviewed annually, but this should be agreed with the parents
· Information contained within the Care Plan’s must be treated in confidence

· The Head teacher and the parent must agree who else may have access to the Care Plan and other information about the pupil

· If information is withheld from staff they should not generally be held responsible if they act incorrectly in giving medical assistance

· The Head teacher must ensure that any new staff are made aware of a pupil's medical needs

· It is advisable for the school, parents and the school nurse to hold copies of a pupil’s Care Plan
· Any staff who volunteer to assist pupils with medical needs must receive appropriate training

· Care Plans will be monitored annually by the Home School Support Worker (HSSW)
· A file (in a prominent position) will be kept in the Medical Room containing a copy of all Care Plans
A Model Framework
Once it has been decided that a pupil requires a Care Plan, the model framework below will be used which highlights the stages involved in drawing up and operating an individual healthcare plan:

· Decide who needs to attend
· Identify the child's needs
· Draw up a plan of support
· Identify resources and training required
· Implement plan
· Monitor and review outcome

Guidance on caring for sick children
· Brief details of any medical conditions are kept on information cards in the school office and in the class register
· All Care Plan’s are kept in the medical room and relevant information (with photos of the pupil) are on display in the Staff Room
· If a parent/carer has any specific concerns or instructions relating to their child’s health, this information, with clear guidelines, will be put in writing by the parent/carer
· This information will be transferred, in brief, onto the information cards kept in the office
· Parents' letters will be kept in their child’s Brown folder; however, the school may, at this point, request medical guidance if it is considered that a care plan is needed
· Where a care plan is requested or needed, this will be written by a medical professional working with the school and the parent/carer
· It will be the responsibility of the office manager/first aider and senior management to request a care plan following consultation with parents
· It will be the responsibility of the office staff to ensure that records are kept up to date
· It will be responsibility of all staff who may be dealing with children sent to the medical room to make themselves aware of any medical information relating to that particular child
· In the event of a child stating they are feeling unwell, parents will be called in to take their child home. However, there may be occasions when staff deem this not necessary, based on their observations and knowledge of the child. (e.g. when a child is using a feeling of being unwell as an excuse to get home)

This policy was agreed in a Policy Review meeting held in October 2017 and will be reviewed in 36 months.
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